Electrical injury--clinical report of 67 cases.
We have reviewed 67 patients of electrical burns treated at Linkou Burn Center of Chang Gung Memorial Hospital from January 1988 to April 1992. There were 2086 acute burn admissions during this period with the proportion of electrical injuries being 3.2%. Their age ranged from 13 to 68 years, with 61% in the age group of 20 to 40 years. Sixty-two (92.5%) of our patients were males. Over 60% of these injuries were work-related. The proportion of high voltage electrical injuries was over 60% in our series. All deceased patients and those patients with major complications were in the high voltage electrical injuries group. Low voltage injuries did not leave any major sequelae. In a mean follow-up of 2 years, 83% of our patients could return to the previous job or change to another work. The overall mortality was 6%.